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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KHARTOUM 0850 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, SU, ET, YS 

SUBJECT: YEMENI PILOT TALKS TO ERITREAN CAPTORS 

1 . PDRY PILOT SHAWGI HASSAN EL KHATIEB WAS SHOT DOWN OVER 
AGORDAT ON FEBRUARY 15 WHILE FLYING MIG 21. INTERROGATION 
OF FIRST LIEUTENANT SHAWGI WAS RECORDED AND ACCOUNT 
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 25 BY SUNA WHICH CLAIMS INVOLVEMENT IN 
INTERROGATION. OTHER QUESTIONERS WERE ELP AND EPLF. 

2. SHAWGI IS 30 YEARS OLD AND MARRIED WITH TWO CHILDREN. 

HE SAID HE WAS EDUCATED IN ADEN AND COMPLETED 3-YEAR 
AVIATION TRAINING IN USSR. HE FLEW MIG-21 FROM ADEN TO 
ASMARA, ARRIVING FEBRUARY 13, ON ORDERS FROM DEPUTY COM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 00850 251039Z 

MANDER OF PDRY AIR FORCE WHO ALLEGEDLY SAID IT WAS "TRAINING 
MISSION." SHAWGI SAID HE WAS TO TRAIN ETHIOPIAN PILOTS 
ON CERTAIN WEAPONS AND TO GIVE FLYING LESSONS IN 
ASMARA. 

3. ON FEBRUARY 15 SHAWGI WAS ORDERED BY ETHIOPIAN 
COLONEL TEGN (SIC) TO ATTACK AGORDAT, WHERE HE WAS 
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SHOT DOWN. HE TOLD INTERROGATORS THAT HE HAD NEVER 
TAKEN PART IN WAR BEFORE AND EXPECTED HIS CAPTORS TO 
TREAT HIM WELL WHICH THEY ARE DOING. HE FURTHER CLAIMED 
HE HAD NOT DEFECTED EARLIER BECAUSE HE FEARS FOR HIS 
FAMILY IN ADEN. 

4. COMMENT: SUNA HAS GOOD CONNECTIONS WITH ERITREAN 
FORCES AND SEEMS PROUD OF THIS "SCOOP." NEWS ACCOUNT 
OF PILOT'S HISTORY AND CAPTURE AVOIDS ANY ANTI-ETHIOPIAN 
COMMENTARY WHICH MIGHT AFFECT DELICATE SUDAN-ETHIOPIAN 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR LESSENING OF TENSIONS ACROSS BORDER. 
BERGUS 
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